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General Specifications Change Notification (GSCN) 

WR # GSCN Name Effective Date 

26-245 Change GS1 General Specification Standards sub-title to expand beyond 
barcodes. 

Oct 2026

Associated Work Request (WR) Number: 

Background: 

The sub-title should accurately reflect all of the AIDC data carriers used in the GS1 General Specifications 
Standard. The current sub-title specifically omits EPC/RFID and NFC although they are mentioned numerous 
times for applications.  

Disclaimer 

GS1 seeks to minimise barriers to the adoption of its standards and guidelines by making the intellectual 
property required to implement them available, to the greatest extent possible, on a royalty-free basis, or when 
necessary, under a RAND licence. Such royalty-free and RAND licences are provided pursuant to the GS1 IP 
Policy (available here: https://www.gs1.org/standards/ip), which governs the work of work group participants 
who contribute to drafting standards and guidelines, including this document. In addition to licences, the GS1 IP 
Policy provides various benefits and obligations that apply to all implementers of GS1 standards and guidelines, 
and all implementations of GS1 standards are subject to those terms. 
Nevertheless, please note the possibility that an implementation of one or more features of this standard or 
guideline may be the subject of a patent or other intellectual property right that is not covered by the licences 
granted pursuant to the IP Policy. In addition, the licences granted under the IP Policy do not include the IP 
rights or claims of third parties who were not participants in the corresponding standard development work 
group. 

Accordingly, GS1 recommends that any person or organisation developing an implementation of this standard 
or guideline should determine whether any patents or other intellectual property may encompass such 
implementation, and whether a licence under a patent or other IP right is needed. The implementer should 
determine the potential need for licensing in view of the details of the specific implementation being designed in 
consultation with that party's patent counsel. 

The official versions of all GS1 standards and guidelines are provided as PDF files on GS1's online reference 
directory (https://ref.gs1.org) (the "GS1 Reference"). Any other representations of standards or guidelines in 
any other format (e.g., web pages) are provided for convenience and descriptive purposes only, and in the 
event of a conflict, the GS1 Reference document shall govern. 
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Document Summary 

Document item Current value 

Document name GS1 General Specifications Standard 

Document type Jan 27 

Document date 27.0 

Document version  

Document issue Draft 

Document status The foundational standard that defines how GS1 identification keys, 
data attributes and data carriers must be used in business 
applications.The foundational GS1 standard that defines how 
identification keys, data attributes and barcodes must be used in 
business applications. 

Document description  GS1 General Specifications Standard 

Change Log in this release 

Impact on 
section 

Gens Specs Change 
Notification (GSCN) 

Summary of change 

Cover GSCN for 26-245 Update to the subtitle to include data carriers (not just barcodes) 

1 GSCN for   

2 GSCN for 26-163 
 

SSCCs reallocation language 

3 GSCN for  
 

 

4 GSCN for 26-163 
 

SSCCs reallocation language 

5 GSCN for  
 

 

6 GSCN for  

7 GSCN for  

8 GSCN for   

9 GSCN for 26-081 
GSCN for 26-103 

Extended packaging and DPP 
Glossary layout modernisation 

Full log of changes on https://ref.gs1.org/standards/genspecs/gscn/ 
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