®

1 GSMP:

General Specifications Change Notification (GSCN)

The Global Language of Business

GSCN Name Effective Date

18-120 GTIN non-reuse effectuation Jul-2018

Associated Work Request (WR) Number:

18-000120
17-00073

Background:

= This is a follow-up on WR17-073 GTIN reuse cessation that was ratified and published in GS1 General Specifications
version 17.1.

= In the WR17-073 led to the inclusion of the following statement: The standard for GTIN Reuse will be changed in
December 2018: a GTIN allocated to a trade item SHALL NOT be reallocated to another trade item. The only
exceptions are:

o If a GTIN has been assigned to an item, which was then never actually produced, the GTIN may be deleted from any
catalogue immediately without first being marked as discontinued. In this exceptional case, the GTIN may be reused 12
months after deletion from the seller’s catalogue.

o Trade items that have been withdrawn from the market and are reintroduced may use the original GTIN if they are
reintroduced without any modifications or changes that require a new GTIN as specified by the GTIN Management
Standard.

= With this change coming into effect, it now needs to be fully incorporated in the GS1 General Specifications v19 (to be
published in January 2019).

GS1 General Specification Change:

\ The recommended changes are highlighted below, relative to GS1 General Specifications version 18.

Disclaimer

GS1®, under its IP Policy, seeks to avoid uncertainty regarding intellectual property claims by requiring the participants in
the Work Group that developed this General Specifications Change Notification to agree to grant to GS1 members a
royalty-free licence or a RAND licence to Necessary Claims, as that term is defined in the GS1 IP Policy. Furthermore,
attention is drawn to the possibility that an implementation of one or more features of this Specification may be the subject
of a patent or other intellectual property right that does not involve a Necessary Claim. Any such patent or other intellectual
property right is not subject to the licencing obligations of GS1. Moreover, the agreement to grant licences provided under
the GS1 IP Policy does not include IP rights and any claims of third parties who were not participants in the Work Group.

Accordingly, GS1 recommends that any organization developing an implementation designed to be in conformance with this
Specification should determine whether there are any patents that may encompass a specific implementation that the
organisation is developing in compliance with the Specification and whether a licence under a patent or other intellectual
property right is needed. Such a determination of a need for licencing should be made in view of the details of the specific
system designed by the organisation in consultation with their own patent counsel.

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITH NO WARRANTIES WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY OF
MERCHANTABILITY, NONINFRINGMENT, FITNESS FOR PARTICULAR PURPOSE, OR ANY WARRANTY OTHER WISE ARISING
OUT OF THIS SPECIFICATION. GS1 disclaims all liability for any damages arising from use or misuse of this Standard,
whether special, indirect, consequential, or compensatory damages, and including liability for infringement of any
intellectual property rights, relating to use of information in or reliance upon this document.

GS1 retains the right to make changes to this document at any time, without notice. GS1 makes no warranty for the use of
this document and assumes no responsibility for any errors which may appear in the document, nor does it make a
commitment to update the information contained herein.

GS1 and the GS1 logo are registered trademarks of GS1 AISBL.
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1.6.1

1.6.1.1

GSCN

Allocation

GS1 Member Organisations licence GS1 Company Prefixes and in some cases also licence individual
GS1 identification keys (e.g., GTINs and GLNs) to companies.

A company, when licensing a GS1 Company Prefix, has access to all applications using the GS1
system of identification (e.g., logistic unit, service or asset identification). An individually licenced
GS1 identification key, generally speaking, provides limited access to the GS1 system.

Regardless of the way the GS1 number has been issued by the GS1 Member Organisation, the
normal-requirements on the reuse of GS1 identification keys apply to all organisations at all times.

Additional guidelines in the following sections apply when a company changes legal status as a
result of an acquisition, merger, partial purchase, split, or “spin-off.”

GS1 Member Organisations may adapt the following guidelines if the law of the country makes it
absolutely necessary.

Companies SHOULD notify their GS1 Member Organisation of any legal status change within one
year of that change to facilitate a smooth transition.

Acquisitions and mergers

If a company is being acquired by or merged with another company and has stock on hand, the
stock’s existing Global Trade Item Numbers (GTINs) should-SHOULD be kept. Products that are
produced after the acquisition or merger may keep the GTIN allocated before the acquisition if the
acquiring company maintains the licence with the GS1 Member Organisation to use the applicable

GS1 Company Prefix or GS1 identification keys.
may-apphy

C d [C]1]: WR17-073 addition - removed in
WR18-120

GS1 identification keys transferred to an acquiring company

An acquisition or merger often implies that a company has taken over another company and has
assumed responsibility for the acquired company’s GS1 Company Prefixes and any individually
assigned GS1 identification keys. For example, products that the acquired company identified using
its GS1 Company Prefix or individually assigned GS1 identification keysGFiNs can still be produced
using the same keys after the merger, since the acquiring company now has the licence to use the
acquired company’s GS1 Company Prefix(es) and GS1 identification keys. Ifitso-desires;tThe
acquiring company can also choose to identify the products using their own GS1 Company Prefix.

O Note: A company should be careful when centralising the allocation of all numbers under one
GS1 Company Prefix, for example resulting in a change of the GTIN of existing products,
which are otherwise unchanged. Centralising the allocation of all numbers under a single GS1
Company Prefix should be an exception, as it may result in additional work and data file
maintenance for customers.

The importance of ensuring trading partners are informed of any changes in a timely manner cannot

be overemphasised. Beeseehefr#e&aﬁ%spee@%ﬂ%ﬁus&mleﬁha&mwapﬁiﬂ e d [CJ2]: WR17-073 addition - removed in
WR18-120

o Important: See section 4 for the reuse rules that apply to the party that acquires the GS1

"~ identification keys, in particular the GTIN non-reuse rules in section 4.3./5|. _— [r ted [CI3]: Added in WR18-120
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1.6.1.2 GS1 identification keys not transferred to acquiring company

1.6.2

If a company acquires a division of another company, but its GS1 Company Prefixes continue to be
used in other divisions not acquired, then the acquiring company must change the Global Trade
Item Numbers (GTINs) and GIobaI Locatlon Numbers (GLNs) for the acquired d|V|5|on W|th|n one

—1C d [CJ4]: WR17-073 addition - removed in
WR18-120

Note: The rules concerning the use of the seller’s GTINs and other GS1 |dent|f|cat|on keys

should be taken into consideration when drawing up the purchase contract.

any-specia-GTIN -reuse-rules that-may-apply.| 1 d [CJ5]: WR17-073 moved from note below
in same section - removed in WR18-120

o Important: See section 4 for the 4-ferany speetal-GFHiN-reuse rules that may-apply to the
party that retains the GS1 identification keys, in particular the GTIN non-reuse rules in
section 4.3./5,. [r d [C6]: Added in WR18-120 ]

At the earliest opportunity, the acquiring company SHOULD phase-in new numbers from its own
range of numbers for items whose brand name it has acquired. The acquiring company will be able
to do this, for example, when packaging is redesigned or reprinted.

If a company sells an asset to another company, then the asset identifier SHOULD ideally be
replaced by another Global Individual Asset Identifier (GIAI) or Global Returnable Asset Identifier
(GRAI) within one year or be removed from the-physical assetitem.

| £ di + d-for f £foll
HOPSIOR-OFrassetanarorfotr—years+on

th TH + £
t HRg-CoOmpany-MuUsthot

Split or spin-off

When a company splits into two or more separate companies it is necessary for each GS1 Company
Prefix of the original company to be transferred to only one of the new companies. Individually
assigned keys also need to be transferred to only one of the new companies. If a company is left
without a GS1 Company Prefix or individually assigned keys and has a requirement to identify
products, locations, or assets etc., it will need to apply to a GS1 Member Organisation to obtain a
new GS1 Company Prefix or individual GS1 identification keys as appropriate.

The decision about which of the new companies should take the original GS1 Company Prefixes
should be made in such a way as to minimise the impact on existing GS1 identification keys, in
particular existing Global Trade Item Numbers (GTINs). The decision should be part of the legal
arrangements of the new companies.

It is not necessary for existing stocks of trade items to be renumbered. However, when any of the
split or spin-off companies has trade items that are numbered with a GS1 Company Prefix that it no
longer holds, the company SHOULD renumber those items using its own GS1 Company Prefix when
new labelling or packaging is produced. Customers should be notified well in advance of the
changes.

Split or spin-off companies that retain a GS1 Company Prefix or individually assigned GTINs must

keep a record of the GTINs ereated-that have been allocated to items they no Ionger own_and must
adhere to the standards surrounqu the use of the GS1 |dent|f|cat|on kevs

— C ted [CI7]: WR17-073 addition - removed in
WR18-120.
0 Important: See section Error! Reference source not found. for theany special GFN reuse
rules that may apply_to the party that retains the GS1 identification keys, in particular the
GTIN non-reuse rules in section 4.3.5, s d [CI8]: WR18-120 - reworded this note. |
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2.1
2.1.8

2.1.8.2 Trade item groupings of identical trade items

Application description

A trade item grouping that is a predefined grouping of identical trade items. The manufacturer or
supplier has the option of either assigning a unique GTIN-13 or GTIN-12 to each trade item
grouping or assigning a unique GTIN-14. These 14-digit GTINs incorporate the GTIN (less its check
digit) of the trade item contained in each grouping. The check digit for each GTIN-14 is then
recalculated.

The indicators have no meaning. The digits do not have to be used in sequential order, and some
may not be used at all. The GTIN-14 structure for trade item groupings creates extra numbering

capacity. Indicators-can-bereused: 1 d [CJ9]: WR18-120: Additional change, not
| included in WR17-073
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4
4.3
4.3.5 lLead-time-inreusinga-GTFINGTIN non-reusﬂ 1 C d [CJ10]: WR17-073 changed this into

Reallocating a Global Trade Item Number (GTIN).
WR18-120: changed this once more to make clearer
that reuse is not allowed.

Ana allocated GTIN alecated-to-atrade-itern SHALL NOT be reallocated to another trade item. m

only exceptions are: | C d [CJ11]: WR18-120 added this (“The only
— \ " . exceptions are”) back in, had been removed in WR17-
Fhe-onty-exceptions—are: 07

m___If a GTIN has been assigned to an item, which was then never actually produced, the GTIN may

be deleted from any catalogue immediately without first being marked as discontinued. In this
exceptional case, the GTIN may be reused 12 months after deletion from the seller’s catalogue.

] wﬁade items that have been withdrawn from the market and are reintroduced

Ey use the original GTIN if they are reintroduced without any modifications or changes that
require a new GTIN as specified by the GTIN Management Standard.
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Note: The GTIN non-reuse rule went into effect on 31 December 2018. Because of this, a

GTIN of a trade item that was discontinued and removed from the market prior to 31

December 2018 MAY be reassigned one last time to a new trade item, in accordance with the
rules that were in place when the trade item was discontinued (i.e. general 48-month waiting
period for all GTINs, 30 months for apparel trade items, non-reuse for regulated healthcare
trade items, non-reuse for GTINs directly marked on components and parts).
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